
Welcome to…

Exams Family Learning 2024
Aims:
● Share exams timetables

● Share revision strategies and advice

● Share exam rules and regulations
● Explain results day plans

● Share plans for your leavers’ prom



BELIEF

PREPARATION

HARD WORK

SUPPORT



Feedback from previous years

● Once exams start it is very busy. There is only time for final practice, 
not revision of whole subjects. Start early!

● Make the most of every moment with your teachers - every second 
counts.

● Students often say they wished they had done more earlier.

● Make a plan and stick to it. Share it and talk about it.



Exams timetables

● All students have now been provided with individual exam 
timetables. However, these only show GCSE exams, not vocational 
exams.

● The full exam timetable is also in your envelopes, and this contains 
all exams including GCSE and vocational.

● Please check these exams timetables carefully and ask your tutors if 
you have any questions.

● If you have a clash, you will sit each exam separately. Each clash 
will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.

● Use your exams timetable to plan your revision timetable.



How to overcome the forgetting curve



How to overcome the forgetting curve

LITTLE AND OFTEN



Revision Strategies

1. Create a day-to-day revision timetable. 

● Calendar all lessons

● Calendar all exams

● Calendar all extras e.g. family events/medical appointments etc

● Calendar all school revision sessions

● During the exam season, you might have a different timetable each 

week.

● THEN add in YOUR PERSONAL REVISION. Try to include timings (keep it 

short and focussed) and topics (this will be directed by what teachers 

go over in lessons and in revision sessions, so expect to edit this).



Revision Strategies

2. Memory cards/flash cards/revision cards

What are they?

● 2-sided: one side is written as a question; the other is the answer.

How do they work best?

● If you get the answer right, you put it on your right; it goes to your left 

if your answer was incorrect. Revisit your left hand pile each day 

until the card moves to the right. Revisit your right pile at least 

weekly. 

● Ask your family members to work with you, to test you periodically. 



Revision Strategies

3. Mind-mapping                                 How do they work best?

● Have a topic/exam question in the middle.

● In one colour, with revision materials aside, write down everything you 

can recall.

● Then, take a new colour. Use your revision materials/notes and now add 

more detail to your mind map.

● Lastly, number each ‘arm’ of your mindmap so that it is in a logical 

order.
● REHEARSE THIS UNTIL YOU HAVE COMMITTED YOUR MIND MAP TO MEMORY



Walking Talking Mocks and PiXL Wave

● Walking Talking Mocks are ‘staged’ like an exam.

● The expert leads from the front, narrating their thinking in real time.

● The expert’s work is shown live on the screen.

● This style of learning is highly effective.

● PiXL Wave exams are an opportunity to compare trial exam results to 

national standards. As a PiXL school, we upload our results to be 

compared to all other PiXL schools taking part. This enables us to then 

work on the most effective areas for improvement in the final weeks 

before exams start.



Walking Talking Mocks and PiXL Wave

Check class codes, and 

ask your teacher if 

unsure.

Classes will register in the 

library for WTMs, so go 

straight there:

Every Second Counts!



Maths GCSE
Key Dates

Paper 1 Thursday 16th May

Paper 2 Monday 3rd June

Paper 3 Monday 10th June
Mr Kirby



Format of the maths GCSE AQA

3 exam papers 

90 minutes long

80 marks

Paper 1 Non-calculator

Paper 2 Calculator

Paper 3 Calculator

Equipment

Pens (black)

Pencils

Rubber

Sharpener

Ruler

Compass

Protractor

Calculator

All in a clear pencil case.



Maths GCSE exam preparation: using trial exam QLA feedback with Sparx.

The QLA tells the students their strengths ( green) and areas for improvement (amber and red).
There is a Sparx code for each.



Maths GCSE exam preparation: using trial exam QLA feedback with Sparx.

On the student Sparx login landing page on the bottom left hand side there is an Independent 
Learning box.

Click on the Independent Learning 
box.



Maths GCSE exam preparation: using trial exam QLA feedback with Sparx.

The first box on the top left is for searching topics, inserting the code here will take you to an 
improvement task.  In this example the code U548 has been entered.



Maths GCSE exam preparation: using trial exam QLA feedback with Sparx.

After entering the code U548, some improvement questions have been provided.



Maths GCSE exam preparation: using AQA past exam papers to revise.

Provision of AQA past maths exam papers.

4 papers (soon to be 5) have been completed under exam conditions. 

You have the QLA’s for these.

We CAN provide copies if required.

A total of 12 exam papers are prepared and ready for you to complete at home. 

One a week, teachers will mark and provide feedback each week for you. 

2 have already been completed.

These papers have been carefully selected to have the most impact.

DO complete these weekly, exam practice is crucial at this time.  

Read around the topics that you do not understand and try to answer the questions.  

SEEK HELP if required.



Maths GCSE exam preparation: targeted after school revision support.

Targeted support is available.  If invited, make sure you attend.

If you would like more support, please come and see myself.

SPARX club every Tuesday and Thursday in C38 between 3 and 4.  

You don’t have to complete Sparx there, the maths team want to support 

you!

The library is open every morning between 8.15 and 8.30

A maths teacher is present every Wednesday and Friday and 

also Monday on a week 1.  

An English teacher the other days.



Maths GCSE exam preparation: Key Foundation information to learn on A3.

These A3 print outs 
for Foundation 
and Higher are 

available.  
If you didn't 
receive one 

before or would 
like a new copy 
come and grab 

one.

We have spare 
revision guides 

and revision cards.  
Come see myself 

in C18, I rarely 
travel far from 

there.



Attendance is crucial, right to the end!!

Key Dates

Paper 1 Thursday 16th May

Paper 2 Monday 3rd June

Paper 3 Monday 10th June

The space in between 
exams



Year 13

Key Dates

A Level Maths

Pure 1 4th June

Pure 2 11th June

Stats and Mechanics 20th June

Key Dates

Further Maths

Core Pure 1 22nd May

Core Pure 2 3rd June

Further Mechanics 7th June

Further Statistics 14th June

Further Statistics and Mechanics 2 24th June



Maths GCSE

Mr Kirby



English 

Language and 

English 

Literature

AQA GCSE

Key dates:

13th May English Literature  Paper 1

20th May English Literature Paper 2

23rd May English Language Paper 1

6th June English Language Paper 2



English Literature
Paper 1 (1 hour 45 minutes): 

1. Romeo and Juliet 

2. A Christmas Carol

Paper 2 (2 hours 15 minutes):

1. An Inspector Calls

2. Poetry Anthology

3. Unseen Poetry



English Literature
Useful links: 
Romeo and Juliet: 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mr+bruff+romeo+and+
juliet

Jekyll and Hyde:
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mr+bruff+jekyll+and+h
yde

A Christmas Carol:
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mr+bruff+A+Christmas
+Carol

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mr+bruff+romeo+and+juliet
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mr+bruff+jekyll+and+hyde
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mr+bruff+A+Christmas+Carol


English Literature
Useful links:
An Inspector Calls:
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mr+bruff+An+Inspector+Ca
lls

Poetry Anthology:
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mr+bruff+Power+and+conf
lict+poetry

Unseen Poetry:
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mr+bruff+unseen+poetry

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mr+bruff+An+Inspector+Calls
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mr+bruff+Power+and+conflict+poetry
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mr+bruff+unseen+poetry


English Language

Paper 1: (1 hour 45 minutes) Explorations in creative reading and writing
One fictional source. Four reading questions and one creative writing task.

Paper 2: (1 hour 45 minutes) Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives
Two non-fiction sources. Four reading questions and one non-fiction writing 
task.



English Language

Paper 1: Useful links

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mr+bruff+english+lang

uage+paper+1+aqa

Paper 2: Useful links

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mr+bruff+english+lang

uage+paper+2+aqa

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mr+bruff+english+language+paper+1+aqa
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=mr+bruff+english+language+paper+2+aqa


Past papers
English Language Paper 1:
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-schemes/2019/november/AQA-
87001-QP-NOV19.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-schemes/2019/november/AQA-
87001-INS-NOV19.PDF

English Language Paper 2:
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-schemes/2019/june/AQA-87002-
QP-JUN19.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-schemes/2019/june/AQA-87002-
INS-JUN19.PDF

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-schemes/2019/november/AQA-87001-QP-NOV19.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-schemes/2019/november/AQA-87001-INS-NOV19.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-schemes/2019/june/AQA-87002-QP-JUN19.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-schemes/2019/june/AQA-87002-INS-JUN19.PDF


Past papers

English Literature Paper 1:

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-

schemes/2019/june/AQA-87021-QP-JUN19.PDF

English Literature Paper 2:

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-

schemes/2019/june/AQA-87022-QP-JUN19.PDF

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-schemes/2019/june/AQA-87021-QP-JUN19.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-schemes/2019/june/AQA-87022-QP-JUN19.PDF


Revision sessions

If you are interested in receiving targeted support, please email: 

ehockley@falmouthschool.net



English GCSE
Mrs Hockley



Science GCSE

Key Dates

Biology Paper 1 Fri 10th May

Chemistry Paper 1 Fri 17th May

Physics Paper 1 Wed 22nd May

Biology Paper 2 Fri 7th Jun

Chemistry Paper 2 Tue 11th Jun

Physics Paper 2 Fri 14th Jun

Mr Bunney



Format of the Science GCSE AQA

Combined Science: Trilogy

6 papers

75 minutes long

70 marks

Equipment

Pens (black)

Pencils

Rubber

Sharpener

Ruler

Protractor

Calculator FOR ALL PAPERS

All in a clear pencil case.

Triple Science

6 papers 

105 minutes long

100 marks



Science - REVISION STRATEGIES

Combined Science: Trilogy - is 2 GCSEs

Triple Science - is 3 GCSEs
Science is content heavy so needs to start NOW



Science - REVISION STRATEGIES

Tassomai



Science - REVISION STRATEGIES

Tassomai

Cognito

(Image from 4 minute video)



Science - REVISION STRATEGIES

Tassomai Cognito

Support
Science have created a 10 
week plan that covers all of 
the content
This will be uploaded weekly

Topic

Week

Videos

Science Plan

Revision 
Guide pages



Science - REVISION STRATEGIES

Tassomai Cognito

Support
Science have created a 10 
week plan that covers all of 
the content
This will be uploaded weekly

Topic

Week

Videos

Science Plan

Revision 
Guide pages



Science - REVISION STRATEGIES

Combined Science: Trilogy - is 2 GCSEs

Triple Science - is 3 GCSEs
Science is content heavy so needs to start 
NOW

Tassomai Cognito
Science

Plan



Science - REVISION STRATEGIES

Combined Science: Trilogy - is 2 GCSEs

Triple Science - is 3 GCSEs
Science is content heavy so needs to start 
NOW

Tassomai Cognito Science 

Plan

Also:

BBC Bitesize

Free Science videos

AQA for past papers

Malmesbury Science



Science GCSE
Mr Bunney



BELIEF
PREPARATION
HARD WORK
SUPPORT

How can you prepare 

like Felix Baumgartner?

Who is in your support 

team?



BELIEF
PREPARATION
HARD WORK
SUPPORT



Key Dates and Morning Warm-Ups

A typical exam day will consist of:
● A warm-up session hosted by the department of that day’s exam. The times 

and rooms for these will be published at the start of the exam season.

● Breakfast bars and fruit available in the Green Room, provided by members 
of the welfare team.

● A line-up in the main hall at 8:35 for those students taking that exam.
● For afternoon exams, the line-up will take place at 1:05pm in the hall.
● After-school masterclasses will also run, most often for exams the following 

day.
● Throughout the exam season, good attendance is crucial to enable you to 

take advantage of these morning/afternoon sessions.
● The final exam contingency date is June 26th. You must be available until this 

date. 



Exam Rules and Regulations

● All trial exams were undertaken in full exam conditions. This means that 

all Year 11 students are familiar with the process.

● In your envelopes, you have a booklet with guidance on taking exams. 

Please take the time to read this booklet soon, so you can become 

comfortable with all the information it contains.

● If you are ill on the day of an exam, contact us at the first opportunity. For 

genuine illness, special consideration may be available.

● It is important that all students remain in the exam until the end of the 

exam. This is to minimise disruption to other students and to maintain the 

integrity of the exam in accordance with JCQ rules.



What can you take into the exam?

From JCQ document:

‘On your exam day’

Wearing correct school 

uniform at all times. 



Sixth Form applications

Why choose Falmouth Sixth Form?
● Effective relationships are built very quickly

● Warm, friendly, positive, vibrant Sixth Form

● Personalised support given to allow students to succeed

● Student voice; Student voice is at the heart of everything we do 

(Presidency Team)

● Designated Sixth Form centre

● Support provided to guide students in their next steps through the tutor 

programme

● Small class sizes: greater progress made

● Productive use of time: minimal travelling time



Sixth Form applications

Why choose Falmouth Sixth Form?
● Supervised study sessions to extend knowledge and understanding 

● Academic mentoring

● Extensive enrichment opportunities (social, academic, wellbeing, charity work, 

volunteering)

● Excellent facilities for students - discounted gym membership

● A wide variety of A- Level and vocational qualifications offered
To secure your place on our fantastic courses, applications close 19/4/2024! The Sixth Form 

Prospectus and application found can be found on our website.



Every Second Counts: Attendance

Good attendance will…

● Ensure you are as prepared as possible for your exams.

● Reduce uncertainty and anxiety.

● Facilitate maximum support from school staff.

● Enable maximum contact with the experts: your subject 

teachers.

There is a positive correlation between attendance and outcome:

The more you attend, the higher you will achieve.



Every Second Counts: Attendance

How to achieve this…

● Do not ‘study at home’ during school time.

● Do discuss with us any problems you may be experiencing.

● Do not take time off for minor illness.

● Be organised: arrange appointments outside of school time.

There is a positive correlation between attendance and outcome:

The more you attend, the higher you will achieve.



The Year 11 Prom

● Venue: Falmouth Pavilions

● Date: Friday 21st June

● Arrival: 6.30pm. Families are welcome to come in to the gardens for 

photos until 7pm

● Departure: 10.30pm

● Cost: £25-£30 expected

● Entertainment: DJ

● Food: TBC

● Mocktails and soft drinks will be available



The Year 12/13 Prom

● Venue: Falmouth Maritime Museum

● Date: Friday 28th June

● Arrival: 7pm. Families are welcome to come in for photos up until 7:30pm

● Departure: 10.30pm

● Cost: £25-£30 expected, bursary can be used

● Entertainment: DJ

● Food: TBC

● A variety of drinks available from the bar



Results Day

● Key Stage 5: Thursday, August 15th

● Key Stage 4: Thursday, August 22nd

● Envelopes containing certificates will be available to collect.

● Staff will be there to celebrate with you, and to answer any questions.

● Your results are your results. If you cannot be there on results day, you 

must write to us in advance to give permission for a parent/carer to 

collect for you, or for us to email your results to you. We will 

communicate exactly how to do this nearer the time.



If a student in 5 minutes or more late to a 

lesson, issue a late detention under the 

S2 folder in Class Charts.

BELIEF

PREPARATION

HARD WORK

SUPPORT



Feedback


